


DRO 

2. A fluggard ; an idler. 

He fleeps by dav 

More than the wild cat : drones hive not with me,- 
Therefore I part with him. Shakefpeare' s Merck, of Venice. 

Sit idle on the houlhold hearth 
A burd’nous drone, to vifitants a gaze. Miltons Agonijlcs. 
It is^ my misfortune to be married to a drone , who lives 
upon what 1 get, without bringing any thing into the com- 
mon flock. Addifon' s Spectator, N°. 2 1 i , 

3. 1 he hum, or inftrument of humming 

To Drone, v. n. [from the noun.] To live in idlenefs ; to 
dream. 

What have I loft by my forefathers fault? 

Why, was not I the twentieth by defcent 
From a long reftive race of droning kings ? Dryd. Span.. Fry. 
Dro'nish. aclj. [from drone.] Idle ; lluggifh ; dreaming; 
lazy; indolent; unaclive. 

The dronijh monks, the fcorn and fliame of manhood, 
Roufe and prepare once more to take pofleflion, 

To neftle in their ancient hives again. Rowes Jane Gray, 
To Droop, v. n. [droef forrow, Dutch.] 


DRO 


Dryden . 


The queen of beauty and the court of love. 

The mufes droop'd with their forfaken arts. 

I’ll animate the foldiers drooping courage. 

With love of freedom and contempt of life. Addif. Cato. 
I faw him ten days' before he died, and obferved he began 
very much to droop and languifh. Sivift. 

3. To fink; to lean downwards. 

I never from thy fide henceforth muft ftray, 

Where’er our day’s work lies ; though now enjoin’d 
Laborious, ’till day droop. Milton's Paradije Loft, b. xi. 
His head, though gay 

Carnation, purple, azure, or fpeck’d with gold, 

Hung drooping , unfuftain’d. Milton s Paradife Lofl , b. ix. 
On her heav’d bofom hung her drooping head, 

Which, with a figh, file rais’d ; and this fhe faid. Pope. 
DROP. n.f. [bpoppa, Saxon.] . 

1. A globule of moifture; as much liquor as falls at once when 
there is not a continual ftream. 

Meet we the med’eine ©f our country’s weal, 

And with him pour we in our country’s purge, 

Each drop of us. Shakefpeare' s Macbeth. 

Whereas Ariftotle tells us, that if a drop of wine be put 
into ten thoufand meafures of water, the wine being over- 
powered by fo vaft a quantity of water, will be turned into it: 
he fpeaks, to my apprehenfion, very improbably. Boyle. 

Admiring, in the gloomy fhade, 

Thofe little drops of light. IValler. 

Had I but known that Sancho was his father, 

I would have pour’d a deluge of my blood 

To fave one drop of his. Dryden s Spanifj Fryar. 

2. Diamond hanging in the ear. 

The drops to thee, Brillante, we confign ; 

And, Momentilla, let the watch be thine. Pope. 

Drop Serene, n.f. [gutta ferena, Latin.] A difeafe of the 
eye, proceeding from an infpiflation of the humour. 

So thick a d> op ferene hath quench’d their orbs, 

Or dim fuftufion veil'd ! Milton s Paradife Lofl , b. iii. 
To Drop. v. a. [bjtoppan, Saxon.] 


1. To languifh with forrow. 

Conceiving the difhonour of his mother. 

He ftraight declin’d, droop'd , took it deeply ; 

Faften’d, and fix’d thefhame 011’t in himfelf. Shakefpeare. 

I dro p , with ftruggling fpent ; 

My thoughts are on my forrows bent. Sandys. 

2. To faint ; to grow weak; to be defpirited. 

I find my zenith doth depend upon 
A moft aufpicious ftar; whofe influence 
If now I court not, but omit, my fortunes 
Will ever after droop. Shakefpeare' s Tempejl. 9 

Good things of day begin to droop, and drowfe. 

While night’s black agents to their prey do rowzc. Sh.Macb. 

When, by impulfe from heav’n, Tyrtaeus fung. 

In drooping foldiers a new courage fprung. Jtirfcominon. 

Can flow’rs but droop in abfence of the fun. 

Which wak’d their fweets? and mine, alas ! is gone. Dryd. 

Time feems not now beneath his years to ftoop, 

Nor do his wings with fickly feathers drop. 

When factious rage to cruel exile drove 
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7 o pour in drops or Angle globules. 

His heavens fhall drop down dew. 

To let fall. 

Others o’er chimney tops and turrets row, 
And drop their anchors on the meads below. 

One only hag remain’d : 
Againft a wither’d oak fhe lean’d her weight. 
Propp’d on her trufty ftaft, not hall upright, 
And dropp'd an aukward court’fy to the knight. 

St.John himfelf will fearce forbear 
To bite his pen and drop a tear ; 

The reft will give a fhrug, and cry, 

I’m forrv, but we all muft die ! 


3. i o let go ; to dilmifs from the hand, or the poffdlion 

Though I could 

With barefac d power fweep him from myfio-ht 
And bid my will avouch it; yet I muft not,° * 

For certain friends that are both his and mine, 

Whofe loves 1 may not drop. Shakefpeare' s ]/InA,a 

r \ hole who have aflumed vifible fhapes for a feafon" 
hardly be reckoned among this order of compounded bein?'! 
becaufe they drop their bodies, and diveft themfelves of tlPr 
vifible fhapes. Watt r • 

4. I o utter flightly or cafuallv. 

Drop not thy word againft the houfe of Ifaac. A/nesxii. 

5. T o infert indiredlly, or by way of digreflion. 

St. Paul’s epi files contain nothing but points of Chriftian 

inftrudion, amongft which he feldom fails to drop in the 2 r "at 
and diftinguifhing dodhines of our holy religion /T 

6 r-r* • . U r •'vD* 

. J o intermit ; to ceafe. 

Where the act is unmanly or immoral, we ought to drop 
our hopes, or rather never entertain them. Collier on Defpatr 
After having given. this judgment in its favour, thev fnH* 
denly dropi the purfuit. ' Sharp's W 

7. To quit a mafter. ) 

I have beat the hoof ’till I have worn out thefe fhoes in 
your fervice, and not one penny left me to buy more; f 0 that 
you muft even excufe me. if i drop you here. L'Eftrangt. 
8. To let go a dependant, or companion, without farther allb- 
ciation. 

She drilled him on to five and fifty, and will drop him in 
his old age, if fhe can find her account in another. Mdifin. 

They have no fooner fetched themfelves up to the fafhion 
of the polite world, but the town has dropped them. Addifon. 
To fuller to vanifh, or come to nothing. 

Thus was the fame of our Saviour perpetuated by fuch re- 
cords as would preferve the traditionary account of him to 
after- ages, arid rectify it, if, by pafling through feveral gene- 
rations, it might drop any part that was material. dddifon. 

Opinions, like fafhions, always defeend from thofe of qua- 
lity to the middle fort, and thence to the vulgar, where they 
are dropped and vanifh. Swift. 

Dryden. 10. To bedrop ; to fpeckle; to variegate with fpots. fori is 
Jlellatus corpora guttis. 

Or, fporting with quick glance. 

Shew to the fun their wav’d coats, dropp'd with gold. Milt. 
To Drop. v. n. 

1. To fall in drops, or Angle globules. 

The quality of mercy is not ftrain’d ; 

It droppeth , as the gentle rain from heaven, 

Upon the place beneath. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 
2. To let drops fall ; to difeharge itfelf in drops. 

The heavens dropped at the prefence of God. Pf Ixvii. 8. 

While cumber’d with my dropping cloaths I lay, 

The cruel nation, covetous of prey. 

Stain’d with my blood th’ unhofpitable coaft. DtydcrisJEn. 

Beneath a rock he figh’d alone. 

And cold Lycaeus wept from every dropping ftone. Drydyi. 
3. To fall ; to come from a higher place. 

Philofophers conjedlure that you dropped from the moon, or 
one of the ftars. Gulliver's Travels. 

In every revolution, approaching nearer and nearer to the 
fun, this comet muft at laft drop into the fun’s body. Cheyne, 
4. To fall fpontaneoufly. 

So may’ll thou live, ’till, like ripe fruit, thou drop 
Into thy mother’s lap ; or be with eafe 
Gather’d, not harflhly pluck’d. Milton s Paradife Lof,b.\\* 
5. To fall in death; to die fuddenly. 

It was your prefurmife. 

That in the dole of blows your fon might drop. Shakefp. 

6. To die. , 

Nothing, fays Seneca, fo foon reconciles us to the though 
of our own death, as the profpedt of one friend after anot er 
dropping round us. Digby to opt. 

7. To fink into ftlence; to vanifh ; to come to nothing . a ami 

liar phrafe. # c u , 

Virgil’s friends thought fit to let drop this incident of e 
& & Addifon' s Travels. 

I heard of threats, occafioned by my verfes : I lent to ac 
quaint them where I was to be lound, and fo it choppc • °r 

8. To come unexpectedly. , • : n <r 

He could never make any figure in company, but t>y D • o 
difturbance at his entry; and therefore takes care to 
when he thinks you are juft feated. SpeFatci, 

Dro'pping. n.f. [from drop.] 

1. That which falls in drops. 

Thrifty wench ferapes kitchen- fturr, 

And barreling the droppings and thefnuff j) 0 nne. 

Of wafting candles. . r 

2. That which drops when the continuous ftream cea 
Strain out the laft dull droppings of your ienie. 

And rhyme with all the rage of impotence, ope 


Deut. xxxiii. 28. 


Dryden. 


Dryden. 


Dro'plet. n.f. A little drop . 

Thou abhorr’dft in us our human grids, 


Swift. 
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Scorn'd our brine’s flow, and thofe our droplets, which 
From niggard nature fall. Shakefptare s Timor. 

Dro'pstoneT n.f. {drop and Jimeg Spar formed into me 
fhaiie of drops. , Woodwa. i s Fojj. 

Dr.o'pwort. n.f. [drop and went.] Aplantofvanousfpec.es. 
Dro'psical. adj. [from d.opfy .] Difeafed w.ti. a dropfy; 

hydropical ; tending to a dropfy. . 

The diet of nephritick and dropfical perfons ought to be 
fuch as is oppofite to, and fubdueth the alkalefcent nature ct 
the falts in the ferum of the blood. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 
Dro'psied. adj. [fro m dropfy.] Difeafed with a dropfy. 

Where great addition fwells, and virtue none. 

It is a dropfied honour : good alone 

Is crood. Shakefpeare' s All's well that ends wed. 

DRO'PSY. n.f [hydrops, Latin; whence anciently hydropify, 
thence dropify , dropfy ] A collecTion of water in the body, 
from too lax a tone of the folids, whereby digeltion is 
weakened, and all the parts fluffed. fhtincy. 

An anafarca, a fpecies of dropfy , is an extravafation of 
water lodged in the cells of the membrana adipofa. Sharp. 
DROSS, n.f. [t>po r , Saxon.] * 

7 lie recrement or defpumation of metals. 

Some feumm’d the drofs that from the metal came, 

Some ftirr’d the molton ore with ladles great, 

And every one did fwink, and everyone did fvveat. Fai. Shi. 
Should the mixture of a little drofs conftrain the church to 
deprive herfelf of fo much gold, rather than learn how, by 
art and judgment, to make feparation of the one from the 
ot | ier ? Hooker, b. v. f 20. 

2. Ruft; incruflation upon metal. 

An emperor, hid under a cruft of drofs, after cleanfing, has 
appeared with all his titles frefti and beautiful. Addif on Illcdats. 

3. Refufe; leavings; fvveepings; any thing remaining after the 
removal of the better part ; dreggs ; feculence ; corruption. 

Fair proud, now tell me, why fhould fair be proud, 

Sith all world’s glory is but drofs unclean ; 

And in the fhade of death itfelf fhall fhroud. 

However now thereof ye little ween ? Spcnfer, Sonnet 1. 
That moft divine light only fhineth on thofe minds, which 
are purged from all worldly drofs and human uncleannefs. Ral. 
All treafures and all gain efteem as drofs. 

And dignities and pow’rs all but the higheft. Milt.Pa.LoJf. 
Such precepts exceedingly difpofe us to piety and religion, 
by purifying our fouls from the drofs and filth of fenfual 
delights. Tillotfon, Sermon 5. 

Dro'ssiness. n.f. [from droffy.] Foulnefs; feculence; ruft. 
The furnace of afflidlion refines us from earthly droffinefs , 
and foftens us for the impreflion of God’s ftamp. Boyle . 

Dr o'ssy. adj. [from drofs .] 

1. Full of fcorious or recrementitious parts; full of drofs. 

So doth the fire the droffy gold refine. Davies. 

For, by the fire, they emit not only many droffy and fco- 
rious parts, hut whatfoever they had received either from 
earth or loadflone. Brown's Vulgar Erroiirs , b. i. c. 4. 

2. Worthlefs; foul; feculent. 

Your intention hold, 

As fire thefe droffy rhymes to purify. 

Or as elixir-to change them into gold. Donne. 

Dro'tchel. n.f [corrupted perhaps from dretchcl. To dr etch, 
in Chaucer , is to idle, to delay. Droch , in Frifick , is delay.] 
An idle wench ; a fluggard. In Scottifh it is itill ufed. 
Drove, n.f. [from drive.] 

1. A body or number of cattle: generally ufed of oxen or black 
cattle. 

They brought to their ftations many droves of cattle; and 
within a few days were brought out of the country two thou- 
fand muttons. Hayward. 

A Spaniard is unacquainted with our northern droves . Brown. 

2. A number of fheep driven. 

A drove of fheep, or an herd of oxen, may be managed 
by any noife or cry which the drivers fhall accuftom them 

to. ^ South's Sermons. 

3. Any colle&ion of animals. 

Tlie founds and Teas, with all their finny drove. 

Now to the moon in wavering morrice move. Milton . 

4. A crowd ; a tumult. 

But if to fame alone thou do’ft pretend, 

The mifer will his empty palace lend, 

Set wide with doors, adorn’d with plated brafs, 

TV here drove r, as at a city-gate, may pafs. Dr) den's Juven. 
Dro'ven. part, from drive. 

This is fought indeed ; 

Had we fo done at firft, we had droven them home 
With clouts about their heads. Shak. Anth. and Cleopatra. 
Dro'ver. n.f [from drove.] One that fats oxen for falc, and 
drives them to market. 

The prince hath got your hero. 

1 wifh him joy of her. 

— Why, that’s fpoken like an honeft drover ; fo thev fell 
bullocks. Shakefpeare' s Much Ado about Nothing . 

J ae drover who his fellow drover meets. 

In narrow paflages of winding flreets. Dryden s Juvenal. 


DRO 

DROUGHT, n.f {Tnu^obe, Saxon ; droivib, Scottifh. j 

1. Dry weather; want of rain. 

O earth ! I will befriend thee more with rain 
Than youthful April fhall with all his fhowers : 

In Summer’s drought I’ll drop upon thee ftill. Sh. Tit Andr. 
Great droughts in Summer, lafting ’till the end of Auguft, 
fome gentle fhowers upon them, and then fome dry weather, 
portend a peftilent Summer the year following. hacon. 

To fouth the Perfian bay. 

And inacceflible th’ Arabian drought. Milton's Par ad. Reg. 

As torrents in the drowth of Summer tail, 

So peri flit man from death fhall never rife. • Sandys. 

7’hey were fo learned in natural philolophy, that they 

foretold earthquakes and florms, great droughts, and great 

, 1 - Temple . 

plagues. - 1 

in a drought the thirfty creatures cry. 

And gape upon the gather’d clouds for rain. Dryden. 

Upon a fhower, after a drought , earthworms and 
fnails innumerable come out of their lurking places. Ray. 

2. Thirft ; want of drink. # 

His carcafe, pin’d with hunger and with drought. Milton . 

One whole drought * 

Yet fearce allay’d, ftill eyes the current ftream, 

"Whofe liquid murmur heard, new thirft excites. Milt. P.L. 
D chFghtiness. n.f [from droughty.] The ftate of wanting 
rain. 

Droughty, adj. [from drought.] 

1. Wanting rain ; lultry. 

That a camel, fo patient of long thirft, fhould be bred in 
fuch droughty and parched countries, where it is of fuch emi- 
nent tife for travelling over thofe dry and Tandy defarts, where 
no water is to be had, muft be acknowledged an acl of provi- 
dence and defign. Ray on the Creation. 

2. Thirfty; dry with thirft. 

If the former years 
Exhibit no fupplies, alas! thou muft 

With taftelefs water wafli thy droughty throat. Phillips . 
To Drown, v. a. [from drund&n, below, German, Skinner , 
from ©puncman, Saxon, Mr. Lye.] 

1. To fuftocate in water. 

7’hey would foon clown thofe that refufed to fwim down 
the popular ftream. King Charles. 

When of God’s image only eight he found 
Snatch’d from the wat’ry grave, and fav’d from nations 
drown' d. Prior , 

2. To overwhelm in water. 

Or fo much as it needs 

To dew the fovereign flower, and droivn the weeds. Shakef. 
Galleys might be drowned in the harbour with the great 
ordnance, before they could be rigged. Knolles’s Hijlory. 

3. 7 "o overflow; to bury in an inundation ; to deluge. 

Betwixt the prince and parliament we Hand, 

The barriers of the ftate on either hand : 

May neither overflow, for then they droivn the land. Dry. 

4. To immerge; to lofe in anv thing. 

Aloft men being in fenfual plcafures drown'd. 

It feems their fouls but in their lenfes are. Davies . 

5. To lofe in fomething that overpowers or covers. 

Who comcth next will not follow that courfc, however 
good, which his predeceflors held, for doubt to have his doings 
drowned in another man’s praife. Spenfer on Ireland: 

I o think that the brightnefs of the fun’s body above doth 
drown our difeerning of the leffer lights, is a popular errour. 

J Notion's Architecture. 
My private voice is droivn' d amid’ the fenate. Add. Cato. 
Some aged man, who lives this a£l to fee. 

And who in former times remember’d me, 

May fay, the fon, in fortitude and fame. 

Outgoes the mark, and A owns his father’s name. Dryden. 
To Drown, v. n. I o be fuffocated in the waters. 

There be, that keep them out of fire, and yet was never 
burned ; that beware of water, and yet was never nigh 
drowning. A f ham's Schoolrnajler. 

Methought what pain it was to drown! 

What dreadful noife of waters in my ears ! 

What fights of ugly death within mine eyes ! Shakef R. III". 

To DROWSE, v. a. [droofen, Dutch.] 7 o make heavy with 
fleep. 

_ There gentle fleep 

r irft found me, and with foft oppreflion feiz’d 

_ % drowfed fenfes uncontrolFd. Milton's Paradife Lofl . 

To Drowse, v. n. J J 

1. To flumber ; to grow heavy with fleep. 

Ail their fliape 

Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thofe 
Of Argus ; and more wakeful than to drowfe , 

Charm’d with Arcadian pipe, the paftoral iced 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Milton's Paradife Lofl, b. 

2. 10 look heavy; not cheerful. . J 

They rather drows'd, and hung their eyelids down, 
blept in his face, and render’d fuch afpedl 
As cloudy men ufe to their adverfaries. Shakefp. Henry VI; 

Dro'wsily. 











